


Susan Hager - our founder, our leader, our sister-in-arms, and - most of all - our friend.



The women's business community has lost a true visionary.
Susan Hager was not only one of the founding mothers of the
National Association of Women Business Owners and our first
national president in 1974, but a stalwart champion of women's
economic empowerment and a steady voice for leading us to
think beyond what was to what could be.

We at NAWBO will miss her guiding spirit, and have compiled this photo album to
honor her memory and to provide Susan's family with a tribute to what she has
meant - not only to us, but to women business owners everywhere. Thank you for
sharing your wife, mother and grandmother with us for the last 34 years.

NAWBO National Board of Directors, 2008



In addition to leading the way at NAWBO,
Susan was a guiding force at the Center for Women's Business Research
as well - playing an integral role in the Gillian Rudd Leadership Institute, and
helping the Center over many years to craft and hone

the research-based messages that highlighted the growing strength of women

business owners and their enterprises.

We, too, will miss her steady hand, her turn of phrase, and her vision.

CWBR Board of Directors, 2008




NAWBO's first three Presidents:
Susan (1974-75), Dona O'Bannon (1976-79) and Mary King (1975-76).



815 15th Street,

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
MARIANNE PERNOLD
PORTRAIT OF A WOMAN BUSINESS OWNER

September 1973 saw the conception of Photography by
Marianne Pernold. Armed with a camera and the assistance of
other photographer friends Marianne left 8 years of secretarial
service behind her 10 begin on-the job training.

At first there were embassy receptions, fund raisers, associa-
tion and private photographing. After several months of varied
assignments Marianne signed up for a workshop with Ansel
Adams in Yosemite, who s the father of photography. He later
invited her to return and assist in a workshop of Women in
Photography.

Some of her major clients include: The Reinforced Earth
Company, a French construction company that sends her all
over the country; WMATA, the organization building the DC
metro; VISTA, a branch of ACTION. She has done publicity
brochures for the American Life Insurance Association,
M.B. Hariton & Company, an accounting firm, DG
national, an international consulting firm, OFC (Opportunity
Funding Corporation) and Brannock & Associates. She’s also
helped put together portfolios for interior decorators—Suzanne
Shaw Interiors: Battery Associates—photographed interiors of
their Open House; Design for Business Interiors—photographed
show rooms and their finished assignments, etc.

The latest and greatest assignment she has ever had was a
special private session with George Meaney and Soizhenitzyn
sponsored by the AFL-CIO for their news magazine.

Marianne is located at: 2512 Que Street, NW., Washington,
D.C. 20007. Business phone: (202) 333-3176.

NOW WHAT ARE YOU GOING TO DO
WITH ALL THAT EXTRA PROFI

A seminar on Personal Investments Planning for the Business-
woman is scheduled for Wednesday, October 29th, chaired by
Suzanne Soloman of Financial Development Corp.

ohotography by Marianne Pernold

PRESENTATION OF UNIQUE LOGO
HIGHLIGHTS SEPTEMBER BUSINESS MEETING

Pictured left to right are Dee Morgan, Susan Haeger, President
and Suzanne Ives, as they peruse the trademark that was pre-
cented and unanimously accepted as the official insignia for
the Association of Women Business Owners.

Congratulations and credit belong to the firm of Morgan-

Burchette Associated, Inc,, 510 North Washington Street,

Virginia. Dee and Karen are both active members

ion and have contributed immeasurably in the

development of the new brochures, stationary and the news:
letter look.

Additional items covered at the Business Meeting on Sept. 3rd
included the Membershis e and the issue of going National,
Financial Reports, Anticipated Programs, and the Task Force
report on the credit issue for women.

If you have not yet volunteered to assist with any of the
committees and to assist solving some of the problems dis-
cussed at the meeting—we would appreciate it if you could get
in touch with that respective committee. We can all use your
help and suggestions.

Suzanne will delve into the wide scope of investment pos-
sibilities for the novice as well as the sophisticated investors.

Any parties interested in contributing to the panel can reach
Suzanne at 223-1787.

Time and location to be announced at a later date.

photography
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Pictured left to right are Dee Morgan, Susan
and Suzanne lves, as they

Susan was front and center at the founding of our organization
b

becoming NAWBO's Founding President in 1974-1975.
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She was also one of the guiding forces of our early advocacy efforts,

which led to the passage of the Women's Business Ownership Act of 1988.

"Susan's visionary leadership finally put the women-owned business community on the radar screen."

~ Suzanne Taylor, NAWBO National President 1996-97







While Susan had grace and poise, she also knew how to have a good time!
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"I was the founding President of the Ft. Lauderdale/Broward County chapter way
back in 1983, and knew Susan from working on the national board and from
attending conventions. I was a young chapter president, and always used to take a
few NAWBO members out 'nightclubbing' with me at national conventions. One
year in Detroit I remember taking Susan, along with Gillian Rudd (God rest both
their souls now) out, along with others. We danced and drank and socialized, and
THAT night is one of my favorite memories of Susan."

~ Laura Weiner,
NAWBO Ft. Lauderdale, FL



"I saw Susan about three years
ago at Public Policy Days in
Washington. She and Suzanne
Pease and [ 'played hooky' and
went out for a lovely lunch
together. I'm so sad!"

~ Carolyn Stevens, NAWBO
Southern Nevada
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"Susan was truly arole model - as a business person and as a NAWBO leader.

She never stopped being a fun, beautiful, energetic spirit. I imagine she's making the angels laugh now ...
and helping them, too, to cherish their accomplishments."

~ Patty DeDominic, NAWBO National President, 1994-95



"Susan was an original member of the group of 12 women business owners who
got together informally and founded what became NAWBO. As our first president,
she became known to us as 'Georgette Washington.'

"T learned so much from Susan. She may not have stood very much taller than 5

feet, but she was truly a giant. She possessed a shrewd brain, an optimistic and

passionate heart, a million megawatt smile - and an absolute certainty that obstacles
were not there to impede progress, but merely something to be gotten around. We
cherish you, Georgette Washington, and you will be sorely missed!"

~ Virginia Littlejohn, NAWBO National President, 1984-85
(above with Hope Eastman, left, and Kathleen Diamond, right,
at an event celebrating the 20th anniversary of HR5050 -

at which Susan's contributions were commemorated)
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“ When I First met Susan, I was blown away by her as a person & ooran buUSineSSs owner,
an activist, and an extraordinary other and wife. She had a sparkle and a Srule Chat
encouraged everyone o enthusiastically join in whatever Susan was planring. Over the yedars,
She became 1y friend, r1/ colleagete, 3odmoz‘/7£r Zo ry Son, and much more. As e worked
foﬁeiher on mary boards, I always bneco Susan would immediadely ident ity the true substance
of any 1sSue. Susan worked with enthusiasm and humor with colleagues to craf winning
5Z‘rafe3ie5 — whelher we were work/nj on 1ISSUeS re/a‘éinj 2o cancer prevention or what swit
woould be best for appearing on Good Mormng Arrerica.

“ Spsan translated her passion Zo make the world a farer and better place into actions that
c/mnsec/ 2he world for many, 85/986/&//5/ for small and cworen business owners and for learning
disabled children. She éegan ¥/ager Sharp with a ruission oA communcaion thad makes a
difference’ wsing her expertise in public relations to sell * social good " i her than soap.”
When she saco Che /ne?aiz‘/es women business owners faced in 331&‘/73 aocess to credit, she
worked with a rwumber of cO//eagaes o resmove thoSe barriers 5}/ esz‘aé/i5/1irg the National
Associadion of tomen Business Oroners and by meeting soith the Governors of the Federal
Reserve System. Usin these models, she spent her entire life £ig/ting entrenched barriers
thad limited pecples Y dbilities Lo reach their /?oienz‘/a/ . Without amy Sense of self importance,
she broke down barrier after barrier. No President, Member of Congress, or Fortune 500 CEO
had @ chance against Susan 's Spile, tenacity, and eisdor.

* Feeo truly understand 2he impact Susan ‘s Jife has had on our cworld; but as a person who
bneco her welly, T bnow thal each woman or »an woho ownsS a businesSs, each mother or
fudher who has a child who has ever Ffaced learring problems, and each person who has /ived
with a Serious health issue has been Louched by Susan. So, €ric, Elizabeth, Chris, Katherine,
and Jane, Lhank you For /leting her spend so pch of her lite £ighting Lor dll of ws.”

~ Laura %ena/ers on

Lead i
ers at the Center for Women's Business Research comment

on Susan's friendship, leadership, and impact.
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« “Women business owners donot equatc qualit9 with hours
worked,” said Susan Hager, sPcakingon the first ever pane!
focusing on women Lsiness owners at a sma | business academic
rcscarc% conference. “We equatc qualitg with qua\itg.”

We pay tribute to Susan Hager on behalf of this nation’s more than
10 million women usiness OWNers. She s\'\owcd the world the
strcngth of women as business owners ancl was the role mode\ that
moti\(.lated all of us to achieve what tradition said was out or our
reach!”

~ Sharon Haclarg, Executive Director,
Center for Women’s Business Researc




How has giving back to
the community enhanced
your life?

"What you do for your family,
your friends and your
community is far
more important than
the title you carry. Making
a personal difference brings
really big rewards."

~ Susan Hager, NAWBO
- CELEBR ATE National President, 1974-75,
‘ in a book commemorating the

30th anniversary of the
[ Y — founding of NAWBO

MEN Busiry N
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In tribute to Susan Hager.

Gratefully presented
to her family
on behalf of the entire
women's business community.

NAWBO National Board,
2007-08
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.lager and Charlotte Taylor have

SUSAN HAGER

A MEMORIAL TRIBUTE ALBUM
PREPARED BY
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF WOMEN BUSINESS OWNERS
&
THE CENTER FOR WOMEN'S BUSINESS RESEARCH



